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Reach Out and Read of Greater New York

Early Literacy Week August 8-14, 2010

This August, we will be celebrating the 2nd Annual Early Literacy Awareness Week. Held in conjunction with National Health Center Week and Reach Out and Read's Summer of a Million Books, this week is a time to encourage families to read together in order to prepare New York’s youngest children for success in school. Last year, we kicked off the week with a proclamation from Mayor Bloomberg. This year we will continue the tradition with legislative visits, author readings, book distributions, and health fairs.

Ideas ROR Program Coordinators and Medical Directors!

We are encouraging each site to have at least one read-aloud session in your waiting room during Early Literacy Week.  Here are some ideas on how to make that happen:

· Host a legislative visit and have your congressional representative, state senator, state assembly member, city council member or borough president visit your Reach Out and Read program and read aloud to children. 

· Ask a local high school if there are students willing to volunteer to be "book buddies," reading aloud to younger children.   

· Invite health center staff to read aloud during their breaks.  

· Invite a local children's librarian to read aloud and sign families up for library cards

In addition to holding a read-aloud session, here are some other activities you might try: 

· Organize a family event with activities, such as story-times, arts & crafts, or face painting.  

· Encourage supporters to donate books virtually or sponsor a child through ROR’s Summer of a Million Books. Books donated virtually will be given to ROR GNY for distribution.  (http://www.reachoutandread.org/summer)
· Hold a book drive at your site, or set up your own virtual book drive through FirstBook - Books for Kids/Books for Keeps.  (http://www.firstbook.org)
· Reach out to local book stores, schools and community centers to see if they will hold a book drive for your site. 

· Put a bowl in your hospital cafeteria or gift shop to collect small donations for your ROR program.
· Put a box and a flier in a central location to collect gently used children’s books for your waiting area. Visit the fundraising page on our website for downloadable fliers. (http://www.reachoutandreadnyc.org/doctors/fundraising.htm)
